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LATE    HE  W  S 


Imports  of  cotton  into  the  United  States  in  iarch  amounted  to 
12,^95  "bales  (of  500  pounds  gross)  including  6,911  "bales  from  Egypt, 
3,982  from  India,  1,386  from  Pakistan,  and  216  from  Mexico.  The 
cumulative  total  of  137,000  "bales  for  August -March  1952-53  includes 
73,000  from  Egypt,  28,000  from  Mexico,  19,000  from  India,  11,000  from 
Peru,  and  5,000  from  Pakistan, 


Transshipments  of  Mexican  cotton  (includes  cotton  linters,  vasts, 
and  hull  fiber)  through  port3  in  the  United  States  in  February  1953 
amounted  to  70,000  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross;.    The  total  of  599 > 000 
bales  transshipped  during  August -February  1952-53  includes  260,000  to 
Japan,  8^,000  to  Belgium,  65,000  to  "Western  Germany,  55,000  to  the 
Netherlands,  ^3,000  to  the  United  Kingdom,  1^,000  to  Finland,  13,000  to 
Switzerland,  12,000  to  Sweden,  and  12,000  to  Italy. 


Itaporta  of  cotton  linters  into  the  United  States  in  March  amounted 
to  ii-5,000  bales'  (of  500  pounds  gr os s ) ,  'IK, bob" of  which  were  obtained  from 
Brazil  and  16,000  from  Mexico.,    The  total  of  185,000  bales  imported 
during  August-March  1952-53  includes  85,000  bales  f ran  Mexico,  61,000 
from  Brazil,  and  23,000  from  the  U.S.S.P. 


PJx-jorts  of  cotton  linters  from  the  United  States  in  March  amounted 
to  6,9^+6  running  bales  (approximately  600  pounds  net  weight).    The  total 
of  72,000  bales  exported  during  August-March  1952-53  includes  22,000  to 
Japan,  20,000  to  France,  15,000  to  Western  Germany,  9,000  to  Canada, 
2,000  to  the  Netherlands,  and  2,000  to  Switzerland. 


E0EEEGN  CK,??  AND  MARKETS 

Published  weekly  to  inform  producers,  processors,  distributors  and 
consumers  of    farm,  products  of    curront  developments  ab>road  in  tlio 
crop  and  livestock  industries    foreign  trends    in  prices  and  con- 
sumption of  farm  products,    and  wcrld  agricultural  trade.  Circula- 
tion of  this  periodical  is  free  to  ijersons  in  the  U.S,  needing  the 
information    it  contains    in  farming,  businuss    and  professional 
operations.    Issued  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural    Service,      U.  S. 
Dopartmont  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D,  C. 
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MEAT  PRODUCTION  DUEOKJ  195?-  l/ 

Meat  production  in  the  principal  countries  of  the  world,  exclusive 
of  the.  Far  East,  is  estimated  "by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  at  about 
77.2  billion  pounds  during  1952.    This  is  an  increase  of  about  5  percent 
over  the  1951  output  and  15  percent  a"bove  the  19^6-50  average  production 
which  was  about  1  billion  pounds  below  prewar  levels.    Increases  over 
1951  are  noted  in  beef,  pork,  and  lamb  and  mutton.    However,  the  greatest 
actual  increase  occurred  in  pork,  which  was  up  1,7  billion  pounds  over 
1951  or  nearly  6  percent,  while  mutton  and  lamb  output  was  up  0.7  billion 
pounds  or  about  12  percent. 

Beef  and  veal  accounted  for  about  h-9  percent,  pork  ^2  percent  and 
mutton  and  lamb  about  8  percent  of  the  total  output  of  meat  for  the  countries 
considered  in  1952u    The  most  significant  increase  in  beef  and  veal  production 
occurred  in  the  United  States.    Output  in  this  country  was  up  about  900 
million  pounds  over  1951  as  more  animals  went  to  slaughter  in  the  last  half 
of  the  year.    Annual  production  in  the  United  States  accounts  for  over 
one -fourth  of  the  world  supply  of  beef  and  veal.    Canadian  production  was 
up  only  slightly  due  to  limited  export  markets  and  the  tendency  to  build  up 
herds  in  that  country. 

Most  of  the  countries  of  Western  Europe  either  maintained  or  made 
small  increases  in  beef  and  veal  output.    However,  production  in  the 
United  Kingdom  was  down  about  100  million  pounds  as  a  result  of  declining 
animal  numbers  on  farms  and  a  drop  in  imports  of  slaughter  cattle  from 
Ireland.    Small  increases  are  noted  in  Argentina,  Brazil,  and  New  Zealand 
and  there  was  some  falling  off  in  Australia,  Chile,  and  Uruguay,  possibly 
as  a  result  of  more  emphasis  on  sheep. 

Countries  of  Western  Europe  and  North  America  account  for  about  three - 
fourths  of  the  world  production  of  pork„    Continued  favorable  coarse  grain 
prices  and  the  strong  demand  for  meat  resulted  in  an  increase  of  over 
1  billion  pounds  cf  pork  products  in  Western  Europe  in  1952.    The  increase 
in  the  United  States  was  not  as  large  as  in  previous  years  due  to  slowing 
down  in  the  hog  numbers  cycle  and  the  unfavorable  com -hog  ratio. 

Production  of  mutton  and  lamb  was  up  in  1952  in  all  the  major  producing 
countries  reflecting  the  higher  level  of  world  numbers  and  the  liquidation 
in  some  countries  because  of  the  not  too  favorable  outlook  for  wool  prices 
in  the  beginning  of  1952. 

l/  A  more  detailed  statement  on  meat  production  during  1952  will  be 
published  soon  as  a  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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Although  slaughter  of  all  classes  of  livestock  has  increased  from 
year  to  year,  numbers  have  continued  to  rise  in  response  fc'o  the  strong 
demand  for  meat  and  other  animal  products.    The  continued  build-up  in 
vorld  cattle  and  sheep  numbers  indicates  larger  supplies  of  beef  and 
mutton  and  lamb  in  1953.    However,  pork  production  will  no  doubt  be  down 
somewhat.    In  the  United  States  smaller  supplies  of  pork  will  be  com- 
pensated by  a  much  larger  beef  supply  as  cattle  numbers  have  reached 
unprecedented .levels e    Heavy  liquidation  is  in  progress  and  vi 11  probably 
continue. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee  on  Foreign 
Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    It  is  based  in  part  upon  U.  S,  Foreign 
Service  reports.  : 

THAILAND  RICE  POSITION  .'  '  •  • 

IN  FIRST  QUARTER  l/ 

First  quarter  developments  in  Thailand's  rice  trade"  of  1953  Were 
highlighted  by  a  decline  in  exports,  limited  Government  contracts',  continued 
large  stocks  at  mills,  large  comercial  purchases  by  South  Korea,  and 
noticeable  increasing  resistance  on  the  part  of  foreign  buyers  to  "the 
current  high  export  prices  of  rice,  according  to  the  American  Embassy, 
Bangkok. 

Rice  exports  during  the  first  quarter  totaled  700  million  pounds, 
a  decline  of  21  percent  from  the  corresponding  period  of 'a  year  earlier. 
This  lag  in  exports  is  attributed  mainly  to  (1)  a  reduction  in  Government- 
contract  shipments,  and  (2)  a  delay  in  the  adoption  of  a  firm  Government 
export  policy  in  1953. 

Official  Government -to-Governmont  allocations  of  the  1952-53  crop  made 
during  the  first  quarter  were  limited  to  the  British  territories  In  Southeast 
Asia,  320,000  metric  tohB  (705  million  pounds),  and  to  Japan,  215,000  tons 
(h'jk  million  pounds).    On  April  7,  South  Korea  was  allocated  ?0,000  tons 
(110  million  pounds)  for  tho  remainder  of  the  first  half  year,  with 
further  allocations  to  be  negotiated  after  July  1. 

The  British  territories'  contract,  signed  February  2,  guarantees 
delivery  of  170,000  tons  (375  million  pounds)  at  the  official  prices 
prevailing  at  the  end  of  1952,  with  the  remainder  at  prices  subject  to 
renegotiation.    India's  original  request  for  200,000  tons  (kkl  million 
pounds)  was  reduced  to  160,000  tone  (353  million  pounds)  with  the  agreement 
of  the  Indian  representatives.    Final  approval,  however,  has  been  held  up 
pending  settlement  of  a  15,000-ton  (33  million  pounds)  allocation  of  1952, 
and  of  the  terms  of  delivery  on  1953  shipments. 

1/  A  more  extensive  statement  soon  will  te  published  a3  a  Foreign  Agriculture_ 
Circular  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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Other  requests  for  allocations  on  a  Government- to -Government  contract 
"basis,  and  on  which  no  known  action  has  been  taken,  are  as  follows  in 
1,000  metric  tons  (million  pounds  in  parentheses):    Indonesia,  200  (441); 
Taiwan  (Formosa),  150  (331);  Hyukyu  Islands,  60  (132);  Ceylon,  50  (110); 
Macao,  50  (110);  Saudi  Arabia,  40  (83);  and  Norway,  4  (9),  making  a  total 
of  55^  (1,221). 


THAILAND:    Rice  (milled)  exports,  by  country  of 
destination,  1952,  and  January-March  1953' 


« 
* 

1952 

;  January-March 

1953 

Country  of 

;  Govt. 

Commer- 

:  Govt. 

'  Commer- 

destination 

:  to 

:  Total 

:  to 

:  Total 

:  Govt. 

\  cial 

:  Govt. 

'  cial 

:Million 

:  Million 

:Million 

[Million 

:  Million 

.Million 

:  pounds 

:  pounds  : 

pounds 

;  pounds 

pounds 

! pounds 

li  1. 

:  0 

:  44 

:  16 

:  0 

:  16 

5  3 

:  36' 

;  0 

:  0 

l  0 

:!/  lt>9 

:       38  ( 

:  102: 

2/  84 

•  loo 

:  391 

:  0 

:  2 

:  2 

.       ii  0  0 
1       4c  3 

:  •  0 

:  22 

:  dd 

3^4 

3I3 

:  657 

:  20 

:  108 

:  128 

3/  351 

:  346 

:  171 

4/  80 

;  251 

66: 

C 

:  66< 

:  0 

0 

:  0 

2^ 

:  109; 

0 

:  54 

:  5* 

13: 

8 

;  21: 

^  0: 

0; 

0 

9 

i  33: 

0: 

1' 

:  7 

0 

:  11: 

0: 

2 

:  2 

Africa  

0; 

35 

:  35: 

:  0: 

13" 

13 

0< 

03 

:  63: 

0j 

13: 

13 

0: 

7 

0: 

0: 

:  0 

0« 

11 

11: 

0; 

y  i 

. .:  0; 

6 

:  8; 

1: 

5: 

Total.  

..:  '1,649: 

1,299 

:  3,148: 

5/  310: 

390: 

700 

1/  93  million  pounds  classified  as  "in  transit"'    2/  Includes  "in  transit" 
shipments  of  41  million  pounds,  mostly  to  Japan.     3/  98  million  pounds 
classified  as  "in  transit".    4/  Includes  "in  transit"  shipments  of  16 
million  pounds,  mostly  to  Indonesia.    5/  Includes  45  million  pounds  of  1952 
allocations  shipped  in  January  of  1953. 


Compiled  from  Embassy  reports. 

U.  S.  RICE  EXPORTS 
INCREASE  IN  MARCH 

United  States  rice  exports  in  March  totaled  1,142,000  bags  (100  pounds) 
compared  with  1,042,000  bags  in  the  corresponding  month  of  a  year  earlier. 
Cuba  was  the  principal  country  of  destination,  followed  in  volume  by  Korea, 
Indonesia,  and  Japan.  Fifty-eight  percent  of  the  month' s  shipments  went 
to  Asia,  and  4l  percent  to  the  Western  Hemisphere,  primarily  Cuba  and  Canada. 
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PICE:    United  States  exports  to  specified  countries 
March  1953,  with  comparisons  l/ 


:     August -July 

:  August-March 

:  March 

Continent  and  :1945~46 
country            :  to 

:  1949  -50 

s  1951-52 

:  1951-52 

:  1952-53 
2/ 

:  1952 

:  1953 

2/ 

s  1,000 

:  hags 

* 
• 

Western  Hemisphere  : 

Canada  :  399 

Bri ti sh  Hondura s . . . . :  13 
Bri  ti  sh  W .  Indi  es . . . ;  97 

Netherlands  Antilles :  9 

Other  countries 104 

:  1,00© 
:  bags 

:  443 

•  QO 

;  ^ 

:  5,118 
:  25. 
:  196 
38 

:  1,000 
:    -bags  . 

:  333 
t       •  17 

51 

:  •  3,547 

x.-...  15 
:  189 
:       •  28 

:  1,000 

:  .bags 

:  485 
:  2 

:■  80 
:  3,652 
:-  29 
:  56- 

:  ,  .  7- 

:  1,000 
:  bags 

:  26 

:  3- 

:■  m 

:  257 

:   ...  2 
6 

:     :  3: 

I  1,000 
:  frags 

73 

:  -  0 

•  u 

:  390 
:  3 
:  6 
1 

Total  W,  Hemisphere:  5,621 

5  89&. 

:    ■ 4;l8b 

:  4.311 

:  .  300 

473 

Europe :  : 
Belgium  &  Luxembourg:  73- 
Greece  , :  109: 

:  57: 

!              209  J 

3: 
21: 
1: 

!  H 
165 

:  0 
15 
1 

:  41 
:  3/ 
:  7: 
:  34, 
:     3/  : 

!  17 
■  3/  - 

0: 
1: 
1. 

:  4 

'  3/ 
:  1 

3 

3/ 

Total  Europe  :  3^8: 

291: 

224 

32: 

19: 

3 

Asia :                          :  ■ 
Saudi  Arabia  :  80: 

Indonesia  :         646 : 

Phi  li  -opines  :     1,136  : 

China  ;  796: 

9l! 
7  41  j 
1,799: 

71 J 

c\  • 
~> , 

2,321: 

/~\ . 
'->  • 

5,450; 
9: 

61 
0. 

1,479: 

3/  : 

0: 

1,354: 

0: 

2,886: 

93: 
647: 
1,034: 
0: 
0: 

1,210: 

3,400; 
3 : 

0: 
0: 
0: 
0: 
n  < 

76: 

0: 
641: 
3/  : 

14 

0 

201 

0 
0 
247 
0 

197 

0 

10.962: 

6,265: 

6,5oo: 

717: 

659 

-»o « 
4: 

6 : 
51: 
3/  : 

16: 
22: 
1: 

2: 
4: 

3/  ; 

2 

3/ 

0 

Total  World.,.,  :  9.096: 

17,239: 

10,726; 

I, 042: 

1,142 

■  ■  1    .      .      .      .  •  —       /  7,     S   1  ■  ■!  ,        Ti  I  *  -,.rV  '  ,   ,  ,~  Z  f  I  ■   ...  J  r  A     ,    .  .„    f     ...    .  4  

1/  Milled  rice,  including  brovm,  broken,  screenings,  and  brewers'  rice  and 
rough  rice  converted  to  milled  at  65  percent,    2/  Preliminary.    3/  Lees  than 
500  bags.    4/  Average  of  72,000  bags  to  Austria,  14,000  bags  to  Germany,  and 
11,000  bags  to  France, 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 

U.S.  TOBACCO  EXPCETS 
FOP  MAPCH  1953 

United  States  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  March  1953  totaled 
41.0  million  pounds  valued  at  $26.4  million.    This  corresponds  to  only  25.9 
million  pounds  valued  at  $16.0  million  in  March  1952,    This  increase  for  1953 
is  primarily  attributed  to  larger  shipments  of  flue-cured  leaf  to  the  United 
Kingdom. 
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Exports  of  unmanuf actured  tobacco,  March  1953,  with  comparisons 

(export  weight) 


m                            :         Marcli  : 
Type                      :  1953 

March 
1952 

:         1,000  : 
;         pounds  : 

Dark-fired  Kentucky -Tennessee. 1, 993  : 

1,000 
pounds 

19,593 
1,  lkl 

173 

.      .  3,117 
0 

ICC 

i55 

.  381 . 
72 
?Bo 

.    .  190 

70 
519 

Declared  value,  million  dollars:  2o.k 

25,391 
16.0 

Compiled  "by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census. 

Exports  of  .most  tobacco  products  increased  in  March  1953  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  1952  period. 

Exports  of  tobacco  products,  March  1953,  with  comparisons 

Tobacco  Products                     .  . 

Class  of  products 

;  March 
1953 

:.  March 
:  1952 

Cigars  &  Cheroots  (1,000  pieces).., .• 

Chewing  tobacco  &  snuff  ( pounds)..  0. 
Smoking  tobacco  in  packages  (pounds) 

i              539  ■ 
;  1,312,775 
:  73,076 
:  107,669 
:  213,215 

!  191 

:    ,  1,565,73^ 
-  135,737 
J  33,y30 
:  Ih-5,600 

Compiled  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census. 


--i:iI7?Z~  :0?3A  EXTORTS 
DROP  IN  APRIL 

Philippine  copra  exports  during  April  1953  totaled  k-l}2^6  long  tons,  a 
decrease  of  about  8  percent  from  the  kk,62y  tons  shipped  In  the  preceding 
month  and  from  the  k5,0kj  tons  exported  during  April  1952.    Exports  of 
coconut  oil  were  up  1,2^2  tons  from  March,  totaling  k-,2?h-  tons.  Cumulative 
January-April  copra  and  coconut  oil  exports  this  year  amounted  to  153,699 
and  1*4-,  172  tons,  respectively,  against  corresponding  shipments  of  206,610 
and  26,312  tons  in  1952. 
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April  copra  exports  were  destined  a3  follows:    United  States-- 21,950 
tons  (Pacific- 16,  118,  Gulf -2, 92b,  Atlantic-2, 906) ;  the  Netherlands— 2,500; 
Denmark- -1,250;  Italy— 2,500;  Colombia-- 7, 531;  and  Venezuela- -5, 525  tons. 
Coconut  oil  shipments  went  to  the  United  States— 4, 23*  tons  (Atlantic-3,6l6, 
Pacific-618). 

Copra  export  prices  were  quoted  in  mid-May  at  $200  per  short  ton,  c.i.f. 
Pacific.    Local  "buying  prices  in  Manila  were  quoted  at  32  to  38  pesos  per 
100  kilograms  ($162.57  to  $193.05  per  long  ton). 

ITALY'S  FATS  AND 
OILS  SITUATION 

Italy  may  need  to  import  *5  to  55  thousand  short  tons  of  vegetable  seed 
oil  or  the  equivalent  in  oilseeds  to  cover  its  vegetable  oil  requirements 
through  October  of  this  year  of  around  395,000  tons  and  still  allow  for  at 
least  55  thousand  tons  of  Government  seed  oil  stocks,  reports  L.  J.  Reda, 
American  Embassy,  Rome. 

The  final  official  estimate  of  olive  oil  production  from  the  I952  olive 
crop  is  202,000  tons  or  about  one-half  below  the  previous  year's  record  out- 
put, but  roughly  35  thousand  tons  larger  than  preharvest  indications. 
Unofficially,  it  is  believed  that  production  must  have  been  around  220 
thousand  tons.    With  the  addition  of  the  expected  28  thousand  tons  of  sul- 
phur oil,  olive  oil  production  would  total  230  thousand  tons. 

During  1952  Italian  edible  fats  and  oils  availability  reached  an  all- 
time  high  due  to  the  production  of  389  thousand  tons  of  olive  oil  plus  some 
*5  thousand  of  sulphur  oil  and  increased  hog  slaughter.    Edible  seed  oil 
production  is  estimated  at  37,270  tons:  adding  imports  of  27,300  tons, 
total  edible  seed  oil  supplies  were  64,570  tons  compared  with  101,220  tons 
in  1951.    On  the  other  hand,  inedible  seed  oil  production  plus  imports 
totaled  81,700  tons  against  79,315  in  1951. 

Italian  oilseed  production  in  I95I  and  1952  was  estimated  officially  as 
follows  in  short  tons: 


1951 


1952 


Peanuts 

Sunflower 

Sesame 


3,170 
6,560 


9,170 

6,1*5 


Soybeans 
Castor  beans 


460 
1,020 
700 


1,5*0 


620 


410 


Hemp  seed 
Flaxseed 


Cottonseed 


3, 640 
13,280 
10,020 


3,575 
12,670 
10, 860 


Total  oilseed  and  seed  oil  imports  by  major  classes  during  I95I  and  1952 
are  shown  below  in  short  tons: 
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Oilseed 

Seed 

oil 

1951 

1952 

1951 

1952 

Edible 
Peanuts 
Soybeans 
Bapeseed 

** 

Others 

y 

3,397  2/ 
42,542 
12,412 

30,630 

7,075 
.  -14 
462 
30,217 

12,850 
33,132 

.  1,694- 
5,072 

11,313 

14,694 

165 
1,130 

Total 

edible 

oo,9ol 

37,7o3 

52,798 

27,302 

Inedi  "ble 
Copra 
Pain 
Flaxseed 

Others  ■ 

36,073 

539 
19,858 
8,924 

23,069 
■.  9 
21,734 
6,100 

19,695 
14 . 095 

.  8,035 

104 

29,457 

14,465 
9,437 

35 

Total 

inedible 

65,444 

50,912 

41,979 

53,394 

G-rand 

total 

154,425 

38,680 

94,777 

80,696 

l/  Peanuts  in  the  shell --580  tons,  shelled -2, 8.177 
2/  Peanuts  in  the  shell -223  tons-,  shelled-6,852, 


Average  fats  and  oils  prices  for  1952  were  12-20  percent  below  1951  on 
the  principal  markets e    The  mid-April  export  price  of  olive  oil  to  the 
dollar  area  (f.<,o „-!>„)  was  quoted  at  $30  per  case  of  12  one-gallon  cans  (about 
35  cents  per  pound) . 

EGYPT  TO  STEP  UP  COTTONSEED 
CAKE  AND  OIL  EXPORTS 

Egypt's  1952-53  (year  ending  August  31)  commercial  cottonseed  produc- 
tion is  estimated  at  750,570  short  tons  compared  with  616,850  in  1951-52, 
according  to  J,M.  Sayer  and  JCG.  Panes,  American  Consulate  General, 
Alexandria.    The  Government  lias  already  earmarked  5,500  tons  of  cottonseed 
oil  and  55,000  tens  of  cottonseed  cakes  for  export  in  1955, 

Of  the  1952  production  of  616,850  tens,  538,890  tons  were  crushed, 
yielding  78,260  tons  of  oil.    Remaining  seed  stocks  at  the  year' 3  end  were 
around  80,000  tens. 

The  number  of  oil  crushers  has  increased  and  the  production  capacity 
is  now  estimated  at  1,680,000  tons  per  year  of  300  working  days.  However, 
the  Egyptian  commercial  cottonseed  crop  never  exceeded  800,000  tons.  In 
order  to  halt  further  expansion  Ithe  Government  issued  a  decree  In  November 
1952  prohibiting  the  establishment  of  new  cottonseed  crushing  installations. 
Despite  increased  crushing  capacity,  cottonseed  oil  production  has  declined 
since  1949  because  the  yield  in  oil  from  local  cottonseed  has  dropped. 
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Imports  of  cottonseed  during  1952  amounted  to  622  short  tons  from  the 
Sudan.    Cottonseed  exports  are  prohibited.    Cottonseed  oil  imports  last 
year  were  reported  at  1,577  tons.    As  current  cottonseed  oil  production 
hardly  covers  local  requirements,  large  scale  exports  are  generally  not 
permitted.    During  1952  only  66  tons  were  exported  against  829  tons  in  1951. 

Egypt  produced  451,940  tons  of  cottonseed  cake  in  1951-52  compared 
with  540,000  tons  in  1950-51.    Exports  during  1952  totaled  6,212  tons 
against  12,364  in  1951.    Most  of  the  1952  tonnage  went  to  Denmark. 

NOWAY' S  MARINE  OIL  OUTPUT       ' ': 
TO  DECLINE  IN  1953 

Norway's  production  of  marine  oils  in  1953  is  expected  to  approximate 
255,000  short  tons,  a  drop  of  23  percent  from  the  330,000-ton  output  of  last 
year,  reports  George  J.  Dietz,  Assistant  Agricultural  Attache,  American 
Embassy,  Oslo.    The  decrease  forecast  for  this  year  is  mainly  due  to  a 
decline  in  Norway's  Antarctic  production  of  whale  and  sperm  oil,  although  a 
reduction  also  is  expected  in  herring  oil.    Norway  also  produces  about  3,000 
tons  of  lard,  small  quantities  of  other  animal  fats,  and  some  seal  oil. 
There  is  no  domestic  production  of  oilseeds. 

■Whale  and  sperm  oil  output  in  1953  is  forecast  at  147,900  and  5,950 
tons>  respectively, .  against  192,480  and  22,450  tons  last  year.    The  decline 
in  Antarctic  output,  which  constitutes  all  but  about  10,000  tons  of  the 
total  output,  can  be  associated  with  the  transfer  of  3  Norwegian  factory 
ships  to  more  profitable  tanker  operation. 

The  total  commercial  production  of  whale  oil  this  season  has  now  been 
sold.    The  average  price  obtained  was  £  71-10-0  per  long  ton  ($178.75  per 
short  ton)  compared  with  L  82-0-0  ($205)  last  year.    Distribution  of  the 
1952-53  whale  oil  output  was  approximately  as  follows:    direct  experts — the 
United  Kingdom- -52,640  tons,  Sweden- -5, 600,  Western  Germany- -23,740,  Denmark- - 
11,200,  Belgium- -3,700,  Netherlands --14,560,  and  France --8,960  tons;  for 
processing  and  domestic  consumption- -25, 7^0  tons. 

Herring  oil  output  for  1953  is  expected  to  decline  to  around  7°, 000  tons 
as  compared  with  84,380  tons  in  1952,    Stocks  are  said  to  be  nearly  exhausted. 
The  export  price  for  semi -processed  herring  oil  until  recently  was  125  kroner 
per  100  kilograms  ($159  per  short  ton),  but  has  now  risen  to  140  Er.  ($178). 
In  1952,  Norway  exported  13,729  tons  of  crude ' herring  oil. 

The  1952  output  of  fish  liver  oils  has  been  estimated  roughly  at  31,000 
tons  compared  with  35,000  tons  the  preceding  year.    Cod  fishing  operations 
so  far  this  year  were  reported  to  be  reasonably  good.    English  importers  have 
taken  a  considerable  quantity  of  hardened  cod-liver  oil  for  use  by  the  baking 
industry.    Also,  some  polymerized  cod  liver  oil  has  been  shipped  to  England 
and  the  Mediterranean  countries  for  use  as  canning  oil.    Exports  of  all  kinds 
of  fish  liver  oils  in  1952  totaled  23,130  tons  against  30,000  tons  in  195L 
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Imports  of  vegetable  oilseeds  into  Norway  in  1952  dropped  to  95,498  tons 
compared  with  over  111,330  tons  in. 1951 «    The  big  decline  was  in  flaxseed. 
Soybean  and  peanut  imports  increased  somewhat.    The  United  States  continued 
to  be  the  most  important  source  of  soybeans.    Principal  imports  in  1952 
(1951  imports  in  parentheses)  were:    peanuts,  shelled — 18,710  tons  (14,759); 
copra--30,237  (34,072);  Palm  kernels— 3,280  (10,928);  soybeans- -26,830 
(21,756);  and  flaxseed--15,878  tons  (29,964). 

Imports  of  peanuts  and  flaxseed  during  1953  will  be  close  to  the  1952 
level.    The  trade  reports  that  copra  imports  during  the  current  year  will 
be  about  5,000  tons  larger  than  last  year.    According  to  a  trade  source  the 
prewar  trade  in  soybeans  with  Manchuria  was  resumed  recently.  Around 
2,750  tons  are  to  be  delivered  in  late  July.    Recent  receipts  of  Manchurian 
soybeans  were  reported  at  over  27,000  tons. 

AUSTRIA'S  IMPORTS  OF  OILSEEDS 
UP,  EDIBLE  OILS  DOWN  IN  1952 

Austrian  oilseed  imports  in  1952  rose  to  35,279  short  tons  as  compared 
to  31,215  tons  in  1951,  but  edible  oil  imports  declined  62  percent  to  only 
6,206  tons,  according  to  the  American  Embassy,  Viennae    The  decrease  in  oil 
imports  was  due  mainly  to  the  discontinuance  of  deliveries  through  Mutual 
Security  Agency  (MSA)  channels,  which  in  1951  accounted  for  47  percent  of 
the  tonnage  imported.    An  increased  domestic  output  of  butter  and  lard,  as 
well  as  larger  imports  of  oilseeds  and  lard  served  to  hold  Austria1 s  over- 
all supply  of  fats  and  oils  at  the  I95I  level. 

The  1952  oilseed  imports  consisted  of  18,256  tons  of  copra,  7,722  tons 
of  rapeseed,  5,122  tons  of  pumpkin  and/or  sunflower  seed,  3,062  tons  of 
peanuts  and  1,117  tons  of  other  oilseeds.    Principal  suppliers  were  the 
United  Kingdom,  Sweden,  Indonesia,  the  Netherlands,  Hungary,  and  Bulgaria. 

Edible  oil  imports  last  year  included  1,469  tons  of  refined  coconut 
and  palm  kernel  oil,  1,272  tons  of  olive  oil,  and  2,110  tons  of  sunflower 
oil.    Lard  imports  amounted  to  27,174  tons,  as  compared  with  15,493  tons  in 
1951.    The  United  States  continued  to  be  the  principal  supplier  with  55 
percent. 

Domestic  production  of  rapeseed  in  1952  was  reported  at  10,290  tons, 
from  which  approximately  3,910  tons  of  oil  were  derived.    Oil  pumpkin 
yielded  about  1,100  tons.    Thus,  total  Austrian  production  of  edible  vege- 
table oils  from  indigenous  sources  amounted  to  5,010  tons  against  2,190 
tons  in  1951 .    Total  production  of  butter  and  rendered  lard  last  year  was 
unofficially  estimated  at  31,000  and  59,500  tons,  respectively. 

On  an  average,  1952  prices  for  imported  oilseeds  and  oils  were  25  per- 
cent below  I95I  levels.    Consumption  in  1952  of  all  fats,  by  Austrian  non- 
self  suppliers,  was  estimated  at  93,670  tons,  or  a  per  capita  consumption 
for  this  major  group  of  population  of  34.6  pounds.    Commercial  stocks  of 
edible  vegetable  fats  and  oils  on  January  1,  1953,  were  reported  at  7,750 
tons,  and  stocks  of  imported  lard  at  4,220  tons. 


May  25,  1953  Foreign  Crops  and  *Markets  hoQ 

U.K.  EXPECTS  LARGER  WHEAT, 
SMALLER  C0AR3EGRAIN  ACREAGE 

Some  increase  in  the  United  Kingdom1 s  wheat  acreage,  at  the  expense 
of  coarse  grain  acreage,  is  forecast  for  1953.    The  wheat  acreage  is 
forecast  at  2,250,000  acres,  an  increase  of  220,000  acres  over  the  1952 
wheat  acreage.    Acreage  inductions  are  expected  in  all  coarse  grains, 
"but  especially  for  barley.    The  forecast  "barley  acreage  of  2,110,000 
acres  is  about  8  percent  less  than  the  1952  acreage.    Total  grain  acre- 
age appears  likely  to  he  about  the  same  as  in  1952,  with  the  increase 
in  wheat  acreage  offsetting  the  reduced  coarsegrain  acreage, 

The  condition  of  grains  was  satisfactory  as  of  May  1  when  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  published  the  following  summary: 

Winter^  ¥h eat  is  satisfactory  on  the  whole  though  growth  has  been 
slow.    Damage  by  wheat  bulb  fly  is  reported  from  many  districts,  attacks 
being  severe  end  widespread  in  some  eastern  and  midland  areas,  Spring 
wheat  germinated  well,  on  the  whole,  but  made  rather  slow  growth. 

Winter  barley  is  generally  satisfactory  though  backward,  Spring 
barley  has  geminated  well  but  growth  has  been  checked  by  cold  weather. 
The  appearance  of  oats  is  good  and  rye  is  healthy  and  vigorous.  Mixed 
grain  is  generally  satisfactory  although  slow  in  development. 

BRAZIL'S  C0RU  PROSPECTS 
LESS  FAVORABLE 

The  1952-53  corn  crop  being  harvested  in  Brazil  is  now  unofficially 
placed  at  about  215  million  bushels,  compared  with  earlier- season  fore- 
casts of  2^5  million  bushels.    The  current  estimate  &'s  about  at  the 
same  level  as  the  previous  crop  and  is,  with  that  exception,  the  smallest 
production  of  recent  years. 

The  crop  got  off  to  a  good  start,  with  planting  earlier  than  usual 
because  seasonal  rains  began  early.    Until  a  drought  reduced  prospects  in 
December-January  the  outlook  had  been  for  a  record  corn  crop.    The  drought 
extended  from  the  first  of  December  through  January  over  most  of  Sao  Paulo, 
Parana,  and  much  of  Santa  Catarina,     In  northern  Parana  and  Sao  Paulo's 
neighboring  Sorocabana  region,  among  the  richest  corn -producing  areas  of 
southern  Brazil,  the  drought  was  so  serious  that  acreage  planted  in 
September  is  expected  to  produce  very  little  grain.    The  com  planted  later 
in  the  season  has  also  been  affected  and  only  a  fair  crop  is  expected 
despite  good  rains  in  February. 

Since  supplies  of  corn  have  been  short  in  Brazil,  the  Government 
stopped  all  exports  after  April  1,  1952.    Present  prospects  are  that 
this  export  ban  will  be  extended  over  into  the  1953  season.  Domestic 
prices  advanced  sharply  during  the  last  quarter  of  1952  an(l  in  early 
1953-    The  average  wholesale  price  for  white  corn  at  Porto  Alegre, 
for  example,  rose  from  $2-79  per  bushel  in  October  to  $3«^5  P©^  bushel 
in  December,  in  U,  S.  equivalents  at  the  current  official  rate  of  exchange. 
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During  January  these  rates  for  sacked  com  were  exceeded,  with  an  all-time 
high  of  $3.80  per  "bushel  reported  in  January.  Producers  at  that  time  were 
receiving  the  equivalent  of  $2.99  Ver  "bushel  for  "bulk  com. 

Com  prices  in  the  Sao  Paulo  wholesale  market  also  reached  new  highs. 
The  highest  grade  of  corn  rose  from  $3.18  per  bushel  in  October  to  $3.39  in 
December  and  $^.15  in  early  March. 

U.K.  WOOL  TEA.DE 
OPTIMISTIC 

During  the  first  quarter  of  1953  wool  consumption  and  production  of 
tops  and  yams  increased  in  the  United  Kingdom,  accompanied  b/  greater 
machinery  activity,  higher  employment,  and  a  drop  in  unemployment,  according 
to  the  American  Consulate,  Bradford.    Wool  stocks  increased  slighty.  Prices 
of  wool  and  tops  continued  to  rise.    Wool  imports  were  the  largest  for  any 
quarter  since  tho  end  of  the  war.    Exports  of  the  principal  items  of  wool 
textile  manufacturers,  including  tops,  yams  and  cloth,  were  at  a  higher 
rate  than  in  the  first  quarter  of  1952.    There  was  considerable  uncertainty 
in  the  Bradford  market  during  April  pending  an  assessment  of  the  effect  upon 
textile  trading  conditions  of  a  possible  improvement  in  the  international 
situation.    Prices  of  tops  eased  slightly  but  subsequently  recovered. 

There  is  a  reasonably  optimistic  outlook  in  the  wool  textile  industry 
in  regard  to  future  prospects,  at  least  as  far  as  the  end  of  1953,  and  possibly 
some  way  into  195^.    The  volume  of  business  on  the  books  of  mills  in  all 
sections  ensures  continuity  of  employment  for  the  operatives  for  the  remainder 
of  the  year,  and  as  new  business  is  booked  in  the  summer  and  fall  the  period 
of  almost  guaranteed  full  employment  will  be  extended.    Unemployment  built  up 
during  the  textile  recession  has  been  almost  completely  eliminated  and  the 
industry  is  now  experiencing  an  acute  shortage  of  workers  in  many  processes. 
An  inevitable  result  is  that  delivery  dates  are  now  being  pushed  further 
forward  and  this  constitutes  one  of  the  danger  points  of  the  near  future.  In 
the  recent  recession  long-dated  contracts  took  a  long  time  to  work  off  in  a 
period  of  falling  prices,  and  the  experience  involved  such  heavy  losses  that 
manufacturers  are  anxious  not  to  become  involved  in  such  a  situation  again. 
There  is,  consequently,  rea.1  anxiety  that  delivery  dates  should  not  become 
over-extended. 

Much  recently  increased  business  was  of  domestic  origin,  stimulated  by 
Coronation  activity  and  the  need  to  replenish  textile  trade  stocks  which  were 
allowed  to  run  down  too  far  during  the  recession.    So  far  there  is  no  indication 
that  trade  stocks  are  growing  beyond  a  level  needed  to  support  the  current  level 
of  consumer  demand,  and  manufacturers  hope  that  a  reasonable  volume  of  home 
trade  will  be  maintained  during  the  next  few  months  to  form  a  nucleus  around 
which  mill  activity  can  be  built. 
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UHITGUAY  WOOL  EIPOSTS 
IN  APEXL 

There  was  a  21  percent  increase  in  vMol  exports  from  Uruguay  during 
April  ever  tlie  month  of  March  but  United  States  purchasers  took  only  20 
percent  Of  total  shipments  as  compared  to  30  percent  during  the  previous 
month.    Prices  remained  relatively  unchanged  and  the  over-all  situation 
might  best  "be  described  as  norrcal  with  inventories  shrinking  satisfactorily 
and  a  steady  demand  from  British  and  Continental  purchasers ,    Japan,  was 
also  purchasing  fairly  heavily,  particularly  wool  tops.    Shipments  of  6,325 
bales  of  tops  to  that  country  since  the  start  of  the  wool  year  on  October 
1,  1952,  placed  it  in  second  place  behind  the  United  States  to  which  T/JlQ 
bales  of  tops  were  exported  during  the  same  period. 

Actual  shipments  of  wool  during  the  month  of  April  amounted  to  27.553 
bales  of  all  types,  more  than  it,  000  bales  greater  than  in  March  and  brought 
total  exports  for  the  7  months  of  the  wool  year  to  179,113  bale3  as  contrasted 
with  only  26,685  bales  during  the  corresponding  period  of  ti&  previous  year. 
The  United  Kingdom  increased  its  lead  over  the  United  States  as  a  purchaser 
of  wool,  total  purchases  now  standing  some  7? 000  bales  ahead  of  the  United 
States,    As  stated  above,  Japan  lias  become  the  second  most  important  purchaser 
of  wool  tops  after  the  United  States. 

Unsold  wool  stocks  as  of  April  30  were  estimated  at  between  h0  and  50 
million  pounds  with  the  likelihood,  at  present  export  rates,  that  inventories 
will  be  exhausted  sometime  in  Juno. 

AUSTmLIAN  U0CL  PBGPUCTIGN 
SXILCTI'ID  10  INCREASE 

Barring  unforeseen  catastrophes,  Australian  wool  production  during, 
the  coming  (1953-5^)  season  will  probably  establish  a  new  ail-time  record 
for  the  second  consecutive  year,  according  to  Thomas  O.M.  Pobins on,  Agri- 
cultural Attache,  American  Consulate  General,  Sydney.    There  has  been  no 
official  forecast  released  as  yet  but  available  information  on  pastoral 
conditions,  slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs,  and  the  progressive  improvement  in 
average  fleeco  weight  suggest  the  above  conclusion. 

Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  during  the  12  men the  of  April  1952  through 
March  1953  was  over  5  million  head  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  while  death 
losses  are  believed  to  have  been  considerably  smaller  and  lambings  more 
nearly  normal.    An  increase  of  about  2  percent  from  sheep  and  lamb  numbers 
of  117,647,000  head  on  March  31,  1952,  to  about  120  million  head  on  March  31, 
1953,  seems  reasonable. 

Fleece  weight  per  sheep  sheared  may  not  be  quite  so  iieavy  during  the 
coming  season  as  during  the  past  season,  but  it  should  be  of  the  same  general 
order  of  magnitude,  while  larger  slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs  will  probably 
result  in  more  dead  and  f  ellmongered  wool  or  more  wool  exported  on  skins. 
The  over -all  increase  may  amount  to  about  25  million  pounds  of  wool  on  a 
grease  basis,  which  would  bring  total  production  to  1,200  million  pounds. 
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LONDON  W)0L  AUCTION 
REGISTERS  STRONG  PRICES 

The  closing  week  of  the  May  series  London  Wool  Auction  saw  firm  prices 
with  strong  competition  from,  the  home  trede  end  the  continent.    Prices  for 
64*  s-70»  a  week  ended  May  IS  were  $2,02  compared  with  $1.96  in  March  end 
$1,63  at  the  closing  May  Auction  in  1952,    All  prices  ere  per  pound  clean 
"basis,  Bradford,  yield.    Cros steed  56*  a  brought  $1.10,  $1.07,  end  $.-9*-  per 
pound  for  the  respective  dates  and.  46*  a  registered  $.09-,  $.39,  and  3.64 
respectively. 

CANADIAN  CATTLE  AND 
EEEF  SITUATION 

The  Canadian  cattle  census  last  December  1  showed  an  increase  to 
8,906,000  head  from  7>  936',  000  head  on  that  date  in  1951.    Partially  aa 
a  result  cf  this  gain,  cattle  marketings  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1953  were  at  330,092  head,  nearly  43  percent  greater  than  in  1952, 
However,  this  quarterly  comparison  is  misleading  for  several  reasons. 
First,  cattle  marketings  were  restricted  in  1952  aa  a  result  of  the 
foot -and  .-mouth  disease  outbreak.    Second,  as  the  Canadian  support 
price  was  nearly  $6,00  per  cwt.  higher  than  the  United  States  level 
during  last  January  and  February,  and  as  it  was  known  that  the  support 
program  would  terminate  with  the  removal  of  the  United  States  embargo 
March  1,  producers  took  advantage  of  the  price  differential  by  marketing 
greater-than -normal  numbers  of  cattle,  during;  the  first  quarter. 

Inspected  cattle  slaughter  prior  to  the  removal  of  the  United  States 
embargo  averaged  27,393  head  weekly,  but  have  averaged  cnly  24,839  head 
since  that  time.    Reliable  sources  indicate  that  the  trade  expects  total 
1953  cattle  marketings  will  be  about  25  percent  over  the  1552  level  and 
will  amount  to  approximately  l,55C,O0O  head  by  year-end. 

At  April  I  this  year,  atb'rage  stocks  of  fresh  beef  were  about  8,400,000 
pounds,  or  cnly  2, 000, 000  pounds  more  than  at  that  date  in  1552.    In  addition, 
the  gcvornment  owns  nearly  14,500,000  pounds  of  bone -in  frozen  beef,  purchased 
late  in  February  under  the  support  program. 

Exports  of  beef  and  veal  to  ail  countries  this  year  to  May  2  have 
been  8,66l,39i  pounds,  nearly  all  of  which  entered  the  United  Zangdcm, 
with  cnly  576,1^7  pounds  going  to  the  United  States.    In  addition,  554 
head  cf  Canadian  slaughter  cattle  were  shipped  across  the  border  in  that 
period. 

With  the  present  increased  level  of  beef  per -capita  consumption 
expected  to  continue  for  the  balance  of  this  year  as  a  result  of  the  drop 
in  price  of  retail  cuts,  the  domestic  market  appears  capable  of  absorbing 
nearly  25,000  head  of  cattle  per  weelc.  Shipments  to  the  United  States  of 
either  live  cattle  or  beef  should  continue  to  be  light  until  the  fall  run 
starts,  aa  Canadian  cattle  prices  are  not  currently  on  an  oxpert  basis. 
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danish  hog 
numbers  incksash: 

Official  census  returns  from  Denmark  indicates  an  appreciable  increase 
in  hog  numbers  in  all  categories,    Plentiful  supplies  of  feed  grains  and 
other  hog  feed  plus  more  favorable  outlook  for  marketing  are  reasons  given 
for  the  increase.    Sow  numbers  are  up  nearly  JO ,000  head,  suckling  pigs 
up  over  250,000,  and  slaughter  hogs  up  over  400,000  head  from  a  year  earlier, 
giving  promise  to  plentiful  supplies  of  pork  and  pork  products  for  export 
and  domestic  consumption. 


Denmark:    Hog  numbers  on  April  11,  1953  with  comparison 


!              •  S0W3 
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l/  Includes  boars 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

MEXICAN  CATTLE 
EXPORT  BAH  LIFTED 

According  to  unofficial  information  received  by  the  American  Embassy, 
Mexico  City,  the  ban  on  exports  of  live  cattle  imposed  some  weeks  ago,  as 
a  means  of  alleviating  the  meat  shortage  in  the  capital  city  area,  has  been 
lifted.    Exports  will  now  be  resumed  in  accordance  with  quota  regulations 
of  the  Mexican  Government. 

FRANCE'S  FATS  AND  OILS 
IMPORTS  TO  INCREASE  IN  1953 

France's  imports  of  fat 37  oils,  find  oilseeds  in  1953  are  expected  to 
be  above  the  446,000  short  tons,  oil  equivalent,  imported  last  year,  reports 
Omer  W.  Herrmann,  Agricultural  Attache,  and  L.  Stephenson,  American  Embassy, 
Paris.    Large  stock  accumulations  acquired  in  1951,  when  imports  reached 
603,000  tons  were  responsible  for  the  sharply  reduced  imports  in  1952. 
As  the  bulk  of  France's  import  requirements  is  supplied  by  the  French  Union — 
70  percent  in  1952 — France  is  not  expected  to  be  a  major  outlet  for  United 
States  fats  and  oils  in  1953. 
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During  1952,  France  imported  156,876  tons  of  vegetable  oils,  and 
oilseeds  to  the  equivalent  of  25^,1+98  tons  of  oil,  compared  with  22k,  391 
and  315,258  tons,  respectively,  in  1951.    France  roughly  is  self-sufficient 
in  lard  and  tallow,  and  imports  of  these  commodities  are  of  minor  importance. 
In  1952,  France  imported  15,779  tons  of  marine  oila,  about  half  of  which 
came  from  Norway. 

Principal  oilseeds  and  oils  imported  in  1952  with  corresponding  1951 
data  in  parentheses  were  as  follows:    peanuts — 2^0,527  tons  (256,911) ; 
copra— 123,836  (116,551);  palm  kernel s- -92, 10k  (125, 93k);  soybeans- -29,057 
(156,759);  castor  beans--ll,l38  (lk,565);  flaxseed— 5k, ^37  ( 100,69*0  ;  peanut 
oil,  crude  - -69,  k06  (81,536);  olive  oil,  crude— 2k, 533  (18,262);  palm  oil, 
crude--12,935  (2k,052);  palm  kernel  and  coconut  oil,  crude  — 3,k39  (19,858); 
linseed  oil,  crude- -16, 769  (16,177);  and  refined- vegetable  oils— 11,  3^0  tons 
(25,832).    Of  the  1952  imports,  only  the  soybeans  (all  of  which  were  of 
American  origin)  were  supplied  by  the  United  States  in  quantity. 

Domestic  oilseed  production,  other  than  flaxseed,  of  251,5^0  tons  was 
16  percent  higher  than  in  195L    Colza  output,  by^far  the  most  important 
of  the  oilseeds,  increased  by  28  percent.    Production  of  flaxseed  in  1952 
was  estimated  at  around  1,080,000  bushels,    Olive  oil  production  of  about 
6,600  tons  was  considerably  lower  than  the  1951  output  of  12, 100  tons. 

Official  estimates  of  oilseed  plantings  as  of  December  1,  1952  show 
a  decrease  of  31  percent  and  the  condition  of  the  plantings,  which  was 
far  from  satisfactory  at  that  date,  has  further  deteriorated  as  a  result 
of  unfavorable  weather  conditions. 

Total  production  of  butter  was  estimated  a,t  about  2oO,000  tons  com- 
pared with  275,OOC  tons  in  1951.    Commercialized  production  of  tallow  was 
officially  estimated  at  77,000  tons,  as  was  the  commercialized  production 
of  lard.    Production  of  margarine  was  estimated  by  the  trade  at  around 
80,000  tons. 

Production  of  oilcake  in  1952  of  336,600  tons  was  2k  percent  lower 
than  in  195L    With  net  exports  in  1952  of  66,  lk2  tons  against  net  imports 
of  189,3^6  tons  in  1951,  total  oilcake  supplies  were  k-2  percent  lower  than 
in  1951. 

French  crushing  plants  processed  16  percent  less  oilseeds  in  1952  than 
in  1951,  and  total  crushings  represented  only  about  3k  percent  of  total 
capacity  compared  with  an  estimated  37  percent  in  1951*    Production  of  fluid 
oils— 176, 500  tons--wa3  k  percent  lower  than  in  1951,  and  of  total  oils— 
295,870  tons- -5  percent  lower.    Total  production  of  soap  and  soap  products— 
291,270  tons- -decreased  lk  percent. 
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WORLD  COTTON  PRODUCTION  LEVELS  OFF  1/ 

World  cotton  production  in  1952-53.,  now  estimated  at  35,370,000 
bales,  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  million  bales  less  than  the  crop  of 
1951-52.    Of  the  world  total  the  United  States  is  accounting  for  slightly 
over  15  million  bales  and  foreign  countries  for  a  little  more  than  20 
million.    The  slight  downturn  in  the  current  season  suggests  a  possible 
level ing-off  of  production  after  the  long  upswing  from  the  2.1.1  million 
bales  of  I9I4-5-I+6,  the  low  point  to  which  it  had  fallen  in  the  coarse  of 
Vforld  War  II. 

The  1952-53  pattern  of  production  in  the  major  cotton- producing 
regions  of  the  world  shows  some  variation  from  a  year  ago,  although  the 
changes  are  not  generally  very  great.    The  major  reduction  is  in  South 
America  where  Brazil,  notwithstanding  its  price  supports  above  the 
competitive  world  level,  is  showing  a  decline  of  ^0,000  bales.  Although 
Peru  and  Argentina  are  at  their  ail-time  peaks,  the  small  increases  there 
and  in  Colombia  are  to  some  extent  offset  by  reductions  in  Paraguay  and 
Venezuela. 

Elsewhere  in  the  Western  Hemisphere  changes  are  not  significant. 
In  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  better  yields  have  offset  smaller  acreages 
and  the  crops  are  nearly  identical  in  size  with  those  of  a  year  ago- 

Small  declines  have  apparently  taken  place  in  all  of  the  African 
overseas  cotton -growing  territories  of  European  metropolitan  countries, 
although  in  British  East  Africa  the  decreases  in  Kenya  and  Uganda  are 
apparently  partially  offset  by  gains  in  Tanganyika  and  I'lyasaland.  In 
French  territories  the  changes  are  minor. 

In  the  Indian  Subcontinent  an  increase  in  the  crop  of  Pakistan  is 
attributed  to  a  small  increase  in  acreage  and  improved  growing  conditions 
while  that  of  the  Republic  of  India,  though  now  revised  upward  by  100,000 
bales,  is  down  from  a  year  ago  by  250,000  bales,  mainly  because  of  drought. 

Production  in  the  countries  of  the  Soviet  Bloc  is  tentatively  esti- 
mated on  the  basis  of  incomplete  information  at  about  6.9  million  bales, 
Communist  China  accounting  for  practically  the  whole  of  the  loO, 000-bale 
decrease  from  a  year  ago. 

The  region  of  greatest  increase  is  the  Middle  East,  where  Egypt,  the 
Anglo -Egyptian  Sudan,  Turkey,  and  Syria  each  show  a  gain  and  together 
account  for  nearly  600,000  bales  more  than  in  1951-52.    Turkey  attained 
a  new  peak  of  production.    The  recoveries  in  Egypt  and  the  Sudan,  the 
latter  of  which  suffered  a  partial  failure  because  of  drought  in  1951-52, 
are  particularly  marked. 

1/  A  more  extensive  statement  will  soon  be  published  as  a  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D,  C. 
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Because  of  the  gains  in  Egypt,  the  Sudan,  and  Peru,  as  well  as  of 
the  increased  production  of  American -Egypt! an  varieties  in  the  United  States, 
the  crop  of  Egyptian  and  Peruvian  type  staple  cottons  in  the  world  is 
greater  than  that  of  a  year  ago  "by  more  than  half  a  million  hales.  By 
contrast  the  reduction  in  the  world  crop  of  Asiatic  types  appears  to  he 
more  than  300,000  hales  and  that  of  American-Upland  types  ahout  400,000 
hales. 

Early  indications  for  l?53-54  are  for  no  important  increase  in 
foreign  production  and  quite  possibly  some  decrease.    Acreage  restrictions 
have  been  announced  in  Egypt,  Syria,  and  the  Punjab  State  of  Pakistan, 
Elsewhere,  notably  in  Turkey,  there  has  been  some  evidence  of  dissatis- 
faction with  the  returns  from  the  current  crop --a  fact  that  may  induce 
producers  to  shift  to  the  alternatives,  wheat,  rice,  and  tobacco. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agri- 
cultural production  approved  hy  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics^     It  is  cased  in  part  upon  U.  S. 
Foreign  Service  reports. 

U,  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
STILL  LAGGING 

Exports  cf  cotton  from  the  United  States  in  March  amounted  to  only 
257,000  hales  of  500  pounds  (25+6,000  running  hales),  the  lowest  for  any 
month  since  September  1952„    Exports  during  August-March  1952-53  totaled 
2,337,000  hales  (2,244,000  running  bales),  representing  49.5  percent  of 
the  total  for  a  corresponding  period  a  year  ago. 

The  principal  cause  for  the  decrease  in  United  States  cotton  export 
trade  this  year  appears  to  he  the  availability  of  large  quantities  of 
foreign  growths  of  cotton  at  prices  slightly  lower  (since  about  the  end 
of  1952)   than  those  for -United  States  cotton.    For  more  detailed  discussion 
see    Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  April  20,  1953*      Moderate  increases  in 
prices  of  most  foreign  growths  have  occurred  in  the  past  month  mainly  as 
a  result  of  heavy  exports  and  reduced  surpluses  in  recent  months.  How- 
ever, a  small  increase  in  prices  of  United  States  cotton  has  kept  the 
relationship  ahout  the  same  as  a  month  ago  when  similar  foreign  growths 
were  offered  on  European  markets  at  discounts  under  the  prices  for  American. 

Monthly  cotton  trade  and  consumption  statistics  for  the  major  cotton 
consuming  countries  during  the  first  6  to  8  months  of  the  1952-53  year 
disclose  two  significant  facts  that  may  affect.  United  States  cotton  exports 
in  coming  months;     (1)    World  consumption  in  1952-53  Is  being  maintained 
at  the  high  level  of  1951-52  and  (2)  imports  into  foreign  importing 
countries  as  a  whole  thus  far  this  season  have  not  exceeded  consumption-- 
thus  stocks  should  be  still  at  the  relatively  low  levels  of  August  1,  1952. 
The  above  conditions  do  not  apply  to  all  countries  alike  but  increases 
and  decreases  in  various  countries  are  approximately  in  balance  for  the 
group  as  a  whole. 


May  25,  1953 
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UNITED  STATES:    Exports  of  cotton  by  countries  of  destination;  averages 
1935-39  and  1945-49;  annual  I95O-5I  and  1951-52 
August-March  1951-52  and  1952-53 

(Equivalent  "bales  of  5°0  pounds  gross) 


Year  "beginning  August  I 


Country  of 

0 

Averages 

August-] 

4arch 

destination 

:  1935-39 

:  1950 

1951 

:  1951-52 

:  1952-53 

• 

1,000 

:    1, 000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

# 
• 

♦ 

bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

tales 

bales 

:  bales 

• 

0 

il/  36 

:  55 

32 

:  22 

!  34 

• 

169 

:  131 

:  80 

317 

1  306 

s  65 

• 

65 

:  57 

:  6 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

33 

:  14 

:  31 

34 

i  30 

:  22 

35 

l  21 

:  3 

33 

;  25 

:  4 

• 

662 

575 

447 

309 

:  280 

:  347 

511 

340 

:  481 

44? 

363 

:  175 

• 

3 

:  21 

;  1 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

Italy  

0 

442 

489 

546 

560 

:  349 

;  208 

0 

107  : 

131 

:  158 

197 

155 

:  61 

0 

17  : 

7 

:  20 

15  : 

:  14 

10 

180  : 

69 

:          1  ; 

0 

;           0  : 

0 

108  - 

69 

:  66 

203  : 

:  175 

;  64 

0 

115  : 

12 

t  33 

100  , 

:  94 

:  27 

11  : 

26 

:  22 

99  : 

98  : 

26 

1,346  : 

488 

:       307  : 

662  : 

642  • 

:  309 

0 

17  : 

47  : 

;        78  : 

122  . 

:        77  : 

58 

..:2/ 

64  : 

12  : 

12 

3/ 

27  : 

26  : 

4 

3,885  : 

2,545  : 

2,347  : 

3,157  : 

2,656  : 

1,414 

301  : 

275  : 

:       431  : 

296  : 

249  ; 

217 

9  : 

20  : 

48  j 

35  : 

35  : 

1 

0 

20  : 

24  : 

55  : 

53  : 

45  : 

32 

0 

11  : 

16  : 

:         24  : 

20  : 

16  ; 

9 

52  : 

86  1 

219  : 

778  : 

700  ! 

36 

117  : 

401  : 

54  : 

0  : 

0  ! 

0 

..M 

35  : 

27  : 

0  ; 

0  ! 

0 

•5/ 

5  ' 

16  : 

14  - 

11  : 

12 

1,142  :' 

585  : 

883  : 

1,095  : 

308  : 

467 

Korea,  Republic  of  

..=5/ 

• 

6/       48  : 

36  : 

55  : 

29  : 

26 

Australia  

9  : 

7  : 

0  ; 

50  j 

47  : 

9 

Other  countries  

^3  : 

18  : 

140  : 

7/ 

158  : 

122  : 

8/  114 

Total  

• 

5,589  : 

4,065  : 

4,280  : 

5,711  : 

4,718  : 

2,337 

1/  4-year  average.     2J    Includes  Portugal  36.     3/  Includes  Portugal  21. 
4/    Less  than    500  bales.    5/    If  any,  included  in  Other  countries.    6/  3-year 
average,    jj    Taiwan  53,  French  Indochina  24,  8/  Taiwan  67. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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As  cotton  is  now  being  planted  throughout  the  Northern  Hemisphere 
export  sales  and  trends  in  prices  in  near  months  will  he  affected  con- 
siderably by  the  outlook  for  world  production  and  stocks  in  1953-5^  At 
this  early  date  recent  reports  from  foreign  countries  indicate  the  proba- 
bility of  a  small  decrease,  possibly  500,000  bales,  in  foreign  production 
and  little  change  in  over-all  stocks  (July  31)  outside  of  the  United  States. 
--By  Charles  H.  Barber. 


